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Who was among the Number of thofe who efcaped 
Death on board the Privateer Brig ARNoLD, James 
Macer, Commander, which was caft away near 
PrymouTH-Harspour, in amok tecrible Snowe 
Storm, December 26, 1778, when more than Sixty 
Perions were frozen to Death.———Containing alfo 
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PREFACE. 


To the RE ADER, into whofe 
flands this NARRATIVE may 
fall ; e/pecially my Seafaring 


BRETHREN. 
FRIENDS, 


ane HEN any remarkable 
x W x circumftances take p'ace 
woeOK in a man’s life, he fee; 
commonly a difpofition to commu- 
nicate them to the world : If they 
have been deliverances from great 
and fignal dangers, he will make 
this communication from a prin- 
ciple of gratitude to thé Buine 
who hath ptoteéted and preferv- 
ed him: He will with te engage 

others 
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others to be thankful on his be- 
half ; anda knowledge of the 
Madneh of Heaven to shin may. 
lead others to truft in GOD, when 
they are brought inte like difirets 
and danger. By thefe motives 
the Subjea of the following pages 
hopes he is influenced in publith- 
ing them to the world : which is 


all the apology that may be ex- 


neded from the Pustick’s dif- 
teefled Friend, 


"ARN. DOWNES, Jun. 


BARNSTABLE, Septem-_| 
ber 10, 1786. 


ie The Author gratefully ac- 
knowledges himfelf indebted to 
a Reverend GENTLEMAN 27 
Bofton for his kindne/[s in-cor- 


resting the following foecets. 


NARRATIVE, &c. 


ied WAS born in Barnflabl, 
» I * in New- England, Odtober 2; 
“i + 1757, of credible Parents, 
rere whom | ferved as an obédient 
Son, [ hope, until the commencement of 
the Jate war called me from my home, 
and led me to exchange the occupation 
of a Hufbandman, to which I was bred 

for the more dangerous employment ofa 
Soidier. fn this capacity I ferved my 
Country 2 campaigns, and know not that 
ny behaviour was scenfaced by my officers 


AFTER having returned for a time to 
the Farming-Bufinefs, i concluded te 
try my fortune at fea : [ entered accord- 
i ingly on board the {chooner Bunker- Hill, 

Captain LI/aac Cobb, Commander, on a 
privateering voyaye : But we had not 
been out more than 6 days betore we 
were taken by the brig Hope, one Brown, 
«omtnander, and clinica into Halifax. 


We weré committed to jail and kept 


| Ory 
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very fhort: Then I was taken with the 
{mall-pox, thro’ which GOD fafely car- 
ried me when deftitute of the neceffaries 
of life, and under great preffure of mind, 
But after my being recovered fo far as to 
be returned to the jail from the hofpital, 
in confequence of my having nothing but 
a {mall allowance of falt provifions, which 
were next to poifon fora fick perfon, I 
was taken with a violent fever, which 
returned me again to the hofpital, and 
brought me to the-gates of the grave. No 
perfon who hath not experienced it can 
imagine how gloomy and diftreffing it is 
to be under fuch circumftaaces : To be 
far diftant from our deareft Friends ; to be 
among perfons who are not only without 
any concern for us, of intereit in our fate, 
but who are our profeffed enemies, and 
not governed even by the common prin- 
ciples of humanity, is a cafe truly meldn- 
choly. In this fituation [ was attacked 
with a. bleeding of the nofe, (to which I 
had before’ been'fubjeét) which brought 
me to the very borders of eternity! — 


ArTer this I was, by the {miles of héa- 
ven recovered: and ceftored, by a cartel, 
with 


BarRNAaBAS Downs. 7 


with.400 of my Countrymen to our own 
homes. How welcome they were to us, 
and how pleafant it was to me to fee the 
faces of my Friends again, any one may 
imagine more eafily than I can defcribe ! 

But tho’ Ihad been fo unfuccefsful in 
my fr{t attempt at fea, I could not refitt 
the inclination I had to try once more 
what Providence would do for me: I left 
miy native place, went to Boffon, and en- 
teredon board the brig Arnold, fames Ma- 
gee, Commander. I well remember I 
fele ‘an unufual dejeCtion when [ entered 
ou this undertaking ; and tho’ I pretend 
motto fay that this foreboded the misfore 
tunes J) was to meet with In this fa- 
tal veel, yet I have often reflected up- 
On it fince with a degree of admiration, 

Wurte the brig lay in the harbour, t 
attempted with fome other hands to goa 
board ancther veiiel in a {mall boat, but 
the wind fuddenly rifing we were in dan~ 
ger of being drowned; the boat run oa 
Governor’s- I/land, and we were obliged to 
{tay there 24 hours before we could get 
off. Providence preferved my life inpehis 
danger, in order that I might live thro’ 
greater, and teftify to his loving kindnefe, 
and mercy. On. 
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On December 24, 1778, Capt. Magee 
failed from Boffon : We had been at fea 
but a few hours, when a moft terrible 
gale of wind arofe, fo that the water was 
almoft knee deep on the leeward fide 
of the quarter-deck. We continued 
in the Bay that day and the night ful- 
lowing, but on the next day we got in- 
to Plymouth. The wind was abated, 
but the cold was fevere and intenfe 
beyond defcription. We came to an- 
chor a little below Beach- Point, in the 
Harbour of Plymouth. 


On Saturday, December 26, about 
6 o’clock in the morning, from the vio- 
lent motion of the fea, the brig {truck the 
bottom as tho’ it would ‘drive her keel 
in. As there was not depth of water 
enough to work the veffel in the place 
where we lay, and we faw a heavy ftorm 
coming on, our Commander thought it 
beft to. cnt our cables and let her drive, 
which was immediately done. The 
ftorm increafed very faft, fo that we 
were obliged to cut away the main- 
maft, and we drifted upon an hard flat 
a little to the weftward of Basch- Point. 


THs 
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Tuis was early on Saturday morning, and 
we. now laboured hard in throwing over our 
wood and getting our guns off the decks in- 
to the hold, burt the veffel began to leak ve- 
ry faft, and with every motion of the fea fhe 
ftruck the bottom as tho’ fhe would fplit in 
pieces. We kept 2 pumps going, but could 
not gain upon the water. The ftorm now 
increafed to a moft prodigious degree : It 
{nowed fo thick that we could fee but a ve- 
ry little way from the brig,and the cold wag 
extreme }-we continued hard at work all day 
without eating or drinking any thing {carce- 
ly, having but little appetite with the pro~- 
{pect of death continually before our eyes. 
UnT1L now we had hopes of efcape, bux 
juft before night we looked into the hold 
and faw the cafks floating about ; this drove 
us to defpair, and we forfook the pumps 
without a ray of hope but from the imme- 
ciate interpofition of divine Providence. 
Many of the people now began to pray, and 
I went into the cabbin and: fat upon one.of 
the gun-carriages. I had not been there 
long before | faw chefts floating about, and 
perceived that the tide was flowing onus ve~ 
ry faft; by direction of the Capt. all left the 
the cabbin and came upon the quarter-deck. 
IT is not poflible to defcribe my fenfations 
at this period ; death appeared inevitable, 
and we waited every moment for its -ap- 
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proach! Even now, when I recolle& my 
feelings it is difficult to fteady my pen ! 
And ieee [ had ground enough for my 
epprencinons, for we had not been long 
upon the quarter-deck, before the water up- 
on the main-deck was even with it. Our 
fore-mait was {till ftanding, which cau fed 
the vefiel to. ro}] very much, but when we 
fad cut that away fhe lay ftiller. The brig 
now lay funk ; the tide was flowing faft 
and the fea broke. very heavily over us. 
We were all upon the quarter- -deck, and 
the water came in upon us ancle deep. 
Frere was a fail in the netting upon the 
wind ward-quarter, which we contrived to 
lath over us, but there were fo many under 
sE-that we thould have been (tifled for want 
of breath, if we had not cut places to let in 
the atr. Fhe tide was then about at its 
height but the ftorm'did not abate. There 
was nothing to be heard around but fcree- 
ches, groans and deep lJamentations, for 
themfelves and their families, and ear- 
neft cries to GO D for mercy and relief ! 
Tuere wastuch acroud upon the quarter 
deck we could not ftand up without tread- 
ing upon ope another, Being ina ftruggle 
] was thrown down and trampled upon as if 
the breath would he crouded out of my bo- 
dy : However I foon recovered my feet 
and trampled upon others in my turn; for 


a 
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the immediate regard which every man had 
to his own life “prevented him from at- 
tending to the diftreffes of his netgabours ! 

STRUGGLING in this manner and try- 
ing to clear ourfelves from thole who fell 
down had pulled off mott of our thoes, and 
the wet and cold foon froze our fuet. Na- 
ture. could fuftain it no longer and the nea 
ple began to die allaround me. Capt. fobn 
Rufell of Barnflahle was the firft of thofe 
with. whom I was acquainted that dred, but 
many others foon followed him. Fatigue 
and diftrefs, added to the extreme.cold and. 
defpair of relief, put a period to thé lives of 


great numbers. Thofe who were able to 


{ftand were obliged to huddle up clote to~ 
gether, and breathe in each other’s faces to 
preferve them from freezing to death, while 
their comrades were dying around them all 
night. In the morning a moft awfut fight 
prefented itfelf to us ; 60 of our Comrades 
lay dead acrofs each other, and but 2 of 
my Townfmen were among the living { 
On Lord’s-Day, Dec. 27, the ftorm 
abated and the fun appeared clear, but the 
fevere cold {till continued. We faw Py» 
mouth and a number of peop!e coming along 
the (hore for our relief : We could difcern 
them puth off two boats and make an hard 
trial to come to us, but the harbour was fo 


fall of ice they could not reach us: We faw 
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them return and it gave us an inexpreffible 
fhock. Th® elevation which their appear- 
ance gave us tended to fink us the lower. 
Our fituation was very gloomy ; we had 
little to fupport ‘nature except rum; no 
fhues on our feet, and very much frozen ; 
the Heavens was our only covering ! 

l retained my fenfes until about 2 o'clock 
on Lord’s-Day, but was then deprived of 
them and lay on the quarter-deck until the 
next day, when a boat got to us in order to 
carry the living athore, w hich amounted 
only to 32. When they ‘were looking 
drounad to collect the farvivors, they at 
fir ft fappofed me to be dead, but feeing one 
er my éye-lids move they took me up and 
laying me in the ‘boat carried nie afhore. 

k wAs carried to Mr. Bartlet’s tavern, 
whofe kindnefs to me I would thus publick- 
ly acknowledge, and hope [ thal] always re- 
rnember with gratitude. My cloaths were 
firft cut from off me and [-w:s put into cold 
water in order to take out the froft : Iwas 
thea placed in bed and having my teeth 
forced open had {ime cordials poured down 
my throat, but | have no remembrance of 
any of thefe tranfactions, for | lay perfect- 
ly fenfelefs until, 2 o’clock on Mondav, 
when my fenfes came to me at once. My 
eyes were not open, but I heard the vai- 
ces of perfons talking around me, and the 
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firft idea which ftruck me was, that I was 
till. an board the brig, but that a boat 
come to our relief. I foon however open- 
ed my eyes and was informed of what 
had happened and where I then was. 

{ RECOVERED gradually, but was oblig- 
ed to pafs thro’ the painful operation of hav- 
ing fome of my limbs feperated from my 
body : But after all thefe diftreffes I am 
ftill among the living to praife GOD | Let. 
my fpared life be devoted to his fervice, 
and may | ever be mindful of his benefits ! 
Names of the Deceas’d belonging to Barnftable. 
Capt. Sohn Ruffell, Barn: Lothrop, Tania 
Hall, Tho. Cafley, Eben. Bacon, FafeyGur- 
ritt, John Berry, Barnabas, Howes, Stephen 
Bacon. “fon. n- Lothrop, Bofton, » aNegrot Nag. 


The SH ‘HIPWRECK : A Hy» ‘MN of Pray. 
Deep calleth unto deep at the noife of thy wa- 
ter- -fpouts: All thy waves and thy billows 
are gone over me.—Yet the L'OR D hath 
fhewn his loving hindneft in the day: time : 
In the night my fong {hall be with him, and 
my prayer unto the GOD of my Uife. —WVhenf 
remember thefe things I pour out my foul in 
me, with tip voice of joy and praife. David. 
We. mountain billows o’er me roll 
{ poured out my troubled foul 
When waves of adverfe fortune meet, 
Thou prov’ 'd-a guide unto my feet. 
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2. My fong fhall always be on GOD, 

I'm fav’d by his uplifted rod ; 
My utmoft fearch. fhall be to kaow 
The LORD who fav’d from froft and fnow. 

3- LORD myy I fear thee all my days, 
Thy mercies claim my higheft praile ; 
For in the time’ of déep defpair, 
Preferv’d | was by heav’nly care. | 

4. The LORD is good to thofe who call 
On Him, and do depend for ‘all ; 
In-adverfe fate if we depend 
On GOD, he will deliv’rence fend. 

5. In deep diftrefs and trouble fore, 
When {urging billows round me roar, 
Althe’ he flay me, yet Vil trad — 

Gi Gor, my Saviour, whois. jut. 
Not only :truft but [ will call 

On flum, who is the LO.RD of all; 

My day- -fong fhall in thee accord, 

And in thé night [’'ll praife the L ORD. 

7. Thy goodnefs and thy tender care 
Reliev’d me when in. deep defpaic ; 

Thy gracious and thy friendly Craok 
I will record in this my Book. 

3. Had it not been for thy controul, 
The deep would {wallow up my foul ; 
Vho’ froft me of my feet deprive, 

Yet I will praife thee [’m_ alive. 
Alive to praife thee, O my GOD, 
Tho’ chaft’ned with affliding rod ; 
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But fhould my fins been marked well, 
My foul would have been fent to Hell. 
10. But blefied be his holy Hand, 
I am return’d to native land ; 
Tho’ ficknefs did my. {pirits walte, 
Thy flowing’ mercy I do tafte. 

11..My Kindred and my Friends fo dear, 
Truftt in the LORD and always fear 
Him who can fave,.if you rely 
ste One who rules above the fky. 

. Lo, SEAMEN, one and all ead, 
bok well to what | here have pen’d ; 
Let me intreat you not to fwear, 

But live in GOD’s moft holy fear. 
13. He will vouchfafe when danger’s nigh, 
To help, if on Him you rely ; 
Fho’ ftorms. arife on raging main, 
He'll bring thee fafe to Friends again. 
14. I fay to all truft in the LORD, 
He will your grottos always guard, 
From tempefts dire and ficknefs fore ; 


Your bathet fii i, and blefs Jeet tore. 


A i r M N. By another Awrior. 
Y foul, my powers biefs yethe Lorn. 
— -With Hymns of pratfe his wone 
ders found, 
‘When threat’ning danger round me ftood 
I fought his help and fuccour found. . 
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2. Hopelefs I faw my gloomy cafe, 
When burfting waves broke o’er my head, 
Then did my foul addrefs his throne, 
And all its wants before him fpread. 
. Then in the mount did GOD appear, 
‘And made his light in darknefs thine, 
At his rebuke the Tempeft fled, 
To magnify’his arm divine. 
4. He faid | have a ranfom found, 
Therefore ye fons of men return, 
I will no. more with you contend, 
Nor let my wrath forever burn. 
5. lamthe LOR D who rules the feas, 
My voice.can huth the roaring waves, 
The ‘Keys of death are in my Hand 
Te faut or open oozy graves. 
Come truft the LORD in all your ftraits, 
Elis great falvation call to mind, 
My “own. experience can atteft, } 
The LOR D is good, his dealings kind. 
. Within the bock of his accounts, 
‘Bich: of my members written are, 
Withoat commiffion from his Hand, 
There fhall not fall a limb or hair. 
With joyful heart I'll tread his Cours, 
And pay my vows among his Saints, 
To Him my life, my all-devote, 
Wha bow’d his. Ear to my complaints. 


